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for the operations at Durham House, I find no record of
their appointments other than is contained in the com-
mission, an oversight which is characteristic of the hap-
hazard methods of administration in vogue during this
reign. John Bowes, the head of the establishment, will
be referred to later in connexion with the mint-marks
on the coins, meanwhile I think that I recognize in
Eobert Eecorde, the comptroller, a trusted and expert
servant of the Crown who was sent to Bristol to help
Sir Thomas Chamberlain, and who was afterwards chief
technical adviser at the mines and the mint in Ireland.
Possibly he was the physician and mathematician who
bore the same names and who died in 1558. Of John
Maire, the assayer, I know nothing; he comes upon the
stage for the first time, and leaves it when the curtain
falls at Durham House.

It will have been observed that the commission does
not allude to an engraver, and therefore we probably
ought to assume, in the absence of direct evidence to
the contrary, that the dies were prepared at the Tower
by Henry Basse, or by his assistant Kobert Pitt, in
accordance with the practice which then obtained when
coining irons were required for the subsidiary mints,
excepting Dublin and Bristol. This economy in working
expenses does not facilitate the task of distinguishing
between the products of the Tower and Durham House,
for a second artist might introduce some detail of his
craft which would enable a student to identify the coins
issued from the Strand workshops.

The proclamation "for the valuation of new coins
of gold and silver " is dated 24 Jan., 2 Edw. VI, viz.
five days earlier than the commission, which refers to its
publication as a future event. The King orders that the